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GNPC’s acquisition of two 
oil blocks to create 10,000
jobs for Ghanaians

Government’s quest to acquire two stakes in the 
offshore oil fields is expected to create some 10,000 
jobs for Ghanaians in the oil and gas sector, Energy 
Minister Dr. Matthew Opoku Prempeh has said.

This comes following government’s initiation of the 
process to acquire a 37% stake in Deep Water Tano 
Cape Three Points block and a 70% stake in the 
South Deepwater Tano block through Ghana 
National Petroleum Corporation (GNPC).
In a memorandum submitted to Parliament, 
government projects that the successful delivery of 
Pecan Phase 1, Nyankom and Pecan Phase 2 will 
widen local content participation in the oil and gas 
industry.

“While some of them [jobs] will come from the oil 
sector, the majority will come from the tax 
revenues, royalties and profits from the fields being 
circulated back into economy,” the energy minister 
said in the memo to Parliament.

He further pointed there will be a significant 
knowledge transfer programme to GNPC which will 
be structured around the core competencies of the 
operator.

“The actual training will occur by secondment of 
GNPC personnel to the operator company and this 
is line with the model used by Statoil and Equinor 
to develop skills to become an operator. They all 
developed their capacity in piggybacking on the 
skills of predecessor international oil companies,” 
Opoku-Prempeh explained.

The two oil blocks which are currently owned by 
Aker Energy and AGM Petroleum Ghana is expected 
to increase Ghana’s interest in the oil fields to 47% 
and 85% respectively.

Source: www.ghanaweb.com

-Energy Minister

Osafo Marfo commends
Alan Kyerematen for lobbying
for Ghana to host AfCFTA  HQ

Senior statesman and Special Advisor to the 
President of Ghana, Yaw Osafo-Maafo, has 
commended the Minister for Trade and Industry, 
Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen, for spearheading 
Ghana’s successful bid to host the headquarters of 
the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

Addressing participants of the ongoing 2021 Ghana 
Industrial Summit and exhibition at the Accra 
International Conference Centre (AICC), Mr. 
Osafo-Maafo revealed that Kyerematen is among 
those who initiated, drafted and ensured that 
AfCFTA became a reality, and also championed for 

its headquarters to be situated in Accra.

According to Mr. Osafo-Maafo, the Trade 
Minister’s desire to see the formation of AfCFTA 
dates back more than two decades ago when he 
authored a document to advocate for the 
establishment of an organisation to oversee the 
implementation of intra-African trade.

“Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen was one of the first 
people in the 1990s to put up a paper for the 
establishment of a body to supervise African 
continental trade.”



Osafo Marfo commends
Alan Kyerematen for lobbying
for Ghana to host AfCFTA  HQ

“He was also the Minister for Trade and Industry 
during the period that a location for the 
headquarters of AfCFTA was being determined, 
and he made sure that Ghana had it.”

Mr. Osafo-Maafo, who was assigned to North 
Africa, explained that Mr. Kyerematen, used his 
diplomatic skills to galvanise support from other 
countries by tasking senior cabinet members from 
Ghana to lobby for votes from each region of the 
continent.

With its Secretariat in Accra, AfCFTA brings 
together all 55 member states of the African Union, 
covering a market of more than 1.2 billion people 
and a combined gross domestic product (GDP) of 

more than US$3.4 trillion, making it the world’s 
largest free trade area since the formation of the 
World Trade Organisation.

The United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (UNECA) projects that AfCFTA’s 
implementation will significantly boost intra-
African trade by 52.3 per cent while eliminating 
import duties.

Ghana’s participation in AfCFTA will allow 
Ghanaian businesses the opportunity to access a 
wider continental market by easing trade 
restriction procedures within the zone.

Source: citinewsroom.com

Cont’d....
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Alan, a story of long sacrifice
service, and loyalty
We are all slaves to one giant slaver 
called time; he controls every 
aspect of our lives. From the 
machinations of our foes to the 
instigations of our friends, he 
dictates them all. Thence, Alan’s 
race to our party's summit cannot 
be below or above the dictates of 
time.LONG SACRIFICE:When 

Alan was in the bout with the 
President in the 2007 Legon 
Flagbearership race, for this same 
belt of hope and transformation, 
every member of our noble party, 
acted as all normal people will act 
in matters of power-wrestling.That 
is, we each sided for or against 
either of them. 

But Alan Kyerematen without 
any promptings from anyone, 
with the unity of the party his 
chief concern, sacrificed his best 
chance for winning the 
Flagbearership contest after a 
herd campaign of 16 gallant party 
men.The second bout was a 
50/50 bout, that could be either 
Alan’s or President Akufo 
Addo.For Alan to choose not to 

contest in the interest of party 
unity is perhaps the greatest 
individual show of Sacrifice for 
our great party.This ultimate 
sacrifice in no doubt affected the 
political fate of much 
enterprising youth who helped 
advertised the commodity called 
"Alan Cash". This is what we call 
“Long Sacrifice”.It was not an 
accident of fate, that, many Alan 

faithful, were grossly and 
undemocratically denied the 
right to vie and or hold 
themselves as members of the 
party in certain capacities. No, it 
was not! 

A practical example is the story 
of Ebo Buckman a youth 
organizer of our great and also a 
Presiding Member who was 



Alan, a story of long sacrifice
service, and loyalty

AlanThe
NEW3

cont’d......
unceremoniously disqualified 
from contesting as an MP.

Alas, those were the lethal 
remnants we had to pick from 
the clash of the two giants.

 LONG SERVICE : When two 

elephants are in a brawl, it is 
the grass that suffer, they say. 
Invariably, the grass will 
suffer less if one elephant 
chooses to duck and walk out 
of the brawl—or kowtow to 
the whims of the other 
elephant in the feud. 

SERVICE : Alan Kyerematen’s story has 
been one of loyal service to the ideals of 
our great party since 1992.Reasonable as 
this may pose, it needs tactfulness and a 
loyal heart of service to be realized; and 
that was exactly how Alan responded. He 
willfully bowed to all the treacherous 
obstacles manned to perpetually bar his 
adherents from running for some key 
positions in our noble party.At the heights 
of these machinations, fate-detention, 
and in some bizarre circumstances 
physical danger, he shelved his 
ambition—he shelved the destination that 
promised a better destiny for us all.

THE TEST OF LOYALTY: He was willing 
to take a bullet for the party he sacrificed 
to help form in 1992.He was also willing to 
take a bullet for his loyal supporters of our 
great party.For he couldn't be at peace 
with shrubs falling apart for the giant tree 
of his ambition to take shape. He came to 
give lights and not to witness lights being 
dimmed but for his coming.For this, he 
was willing to let go off his ambition to be 
flag bearer — not until those who were 
victimized comforted him with sobering 
voices, to fan the fire ablaze, lest 

everything that happened to them, 
happened to them in vain. It's no doubt 
from his experience as a party stalwart, 
that his loyalty to the party and his 
supporters has been tested and he has 
shown on both occasions that he will 
stand by them at the cost to his ambition 
of been flag bearer.What a man !What rare 
breed of party and supporter loyalty.That 
is how far my candidate can walk for me, 
that is how much pain he can take in for 
me and that is how hefty he can sacrifice 
for me. It is called selflessness, it is a 
cardinal character of great leaders—and 
this race has always been about that; a 
question however stands, is your 
candidate selfless or selfish?That's a 
question of our future; a question of 
Ghana's future—answer this, before time 
does! 



Agenda 111 takes off;
Trede District Hospital is
symbolic first

The President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo on 
Tuesday, August 17, 2021 cut the sod for the 
commencement of the construction of the Trede 
District Hospital in the Atwima Kwanwoma 
district of the Ashanti Region.
The ceremony formed part of the Agenda 111 to 
construct 101 district hospitals in districts without 
district hospitals, two psychiatric hospitals for the 
middle and the southern belts, seven regional 
hospitals and the rehabilitation of the Accra 
psychiatric hospital.

Biggest investment
Speaking at the ceremony to kick start the 
construction of the project, Nana Akufo-Addo said 
this was the biggest investment in healthcare in 
the country and was glad that it was happening 
during his tenure.

“I am glad that it is under my tenure as the 
President of the Republic that the biggest ever 
investment in the nation’s healthcare is being 
made,” he said.

According to him, the coronavirus pandemic 
exposed the deficiencies of the healthcare system 
as a result of years of under investments and 
neglect.

He said the huge investment into the healthcare 
sector was to address the uneven distribution of 
healthcare infrastructure and also make Ghana the 
centre of excellence in healthcare delivery in the 
sub region.

Each of the hospitals would be built at the cost of 
$12.8 million and another $4.8 million would be 
spent to equip them bringing the total cost of each 
of the hospitals to $17.60 million and it is expected 
to be completed within 18 months.
According to the president, about $6 billion is 
spent annually by Africans to seek medical care 

abroad and was hopeful that when completed, the 
sector could generate about $2 million to the 
country’s GDP annually.

Job creation
Aside from improving healthcare of the people, he 
said the construction of the 88 district hospitals 
would also provide about 250 domestic contractors 
who would supervise the work and also be 
maintained by domestic facility management 
professionals as part of the government policy of 
developing domestic capability in the building and 
construction sectors of the economy.

“This, would undoubtedly help retain most of the 
money in the country to engender further 
investment,” he said.

He said it is estimated that 25,000 people would be 
employed during the design and construction 
phase of the 111 hospital that providing direct jobs 
to architects, masons, carpenters and other 
construction workers in the country.

Once completed, he said about 20,000 health 
professionals including doctors, specialists, nurses 
and other allied health workers would be 
employed thus reducing the unemployment rate 
in the country.
Out of the 111 hospitals, the President said the sites 
for 88 were ready for the commencement of the 
project while the other 13, would start later in the 
year.

Facility
Each hospital facility is planned as a single-story 
campus featuring Patient Reception & Processing, 
Administration, Pharmacy, Labs / Diagnostics, 
OPD, Physiotherapy, Public Health, Accident & 
Emergency, Surgical Ward, Paediatric Ward, 
Maternity Ward, Isolation Ward and four state of 
the art theatre for surgery.
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Agenda 111 takes off; Trede District Hospital is symbolic first

There are provisions for a mortuary, 
waiting and security pavilions, 
accommodation facility for families and 
doctors (separated), a laundry, waste 
management and energy centre, kitchen, 
central store and maintenance yard.

Ghana first agenda
According to the president, the Agenda 111 
was a carefully thought out programme to 
inspire growth in the various sectors of 
the economy and also help bring jobs to 
the youth, adding, “It is a Ghana first 
agenda.”

He said a consortium of 20 firms made up 
of architects, civil, structural and 
mechanical engineers, quantity surveyors, 
biomedical engineers designed the 
hospitals to reflect “our unique domestic 
requirements including impact of climate, 

social cultural conditions and traditional 
practices.”

The Ashanti Region is expected to benefit 
from 15 out of the original 88 district 
hospitals.

Appreciation

The chief of Trede, Nana Nuben Sra III, 
was grateful to the president for siting the 
project within his community which he 
said would go a long way to improve on 
the healthcare needs of the people and 
also reduce the time residents spend in 
search of healthcare.
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I am happy UTAG
strike has been
suspended

-Akuffo Addo

President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo has commended 
the University Teachers Association of Ghana (UTAG) for 
suspending its strike.
Nana Akufo-Addo said government will take into 
consideration issues raised by the union and will work to 
address them.

The President was speaking at a meeting with the leadership 
of the National Union of Ghana Students (NUGS) when he 
made the remark.

“I am happy that the University Teachers Association has 
agreed, after long-held negotiations, suspended the strike 
and decided to go back to the negotiation table. We are 
hoping that some strong binding arrangement will finally be 
agreed upon by the parties as a roadmap has been 
established, and hopefully, I will make sure that this 
roadmap is fully implemented.”
“It is in our own interest that there are no disruptions in 
academic work in our tertiary institutions and that the 
teachers have the wherewithal to be able to undertake the 
very important obligations that they have.”

UTAG suspended its two-week-old strike on Wednesday and 
also agreed to return to the negotiation table.

It followed an emergency meeting, its leaders had with the 
Ministry of Employment and Labour Relations and the 
National Labour Commission (NLC) on Wednesday, August 
18, 2021.

Both parties [Government and UTAG] also resolved to 
discontinue the legal processes concerning the protracted 
strike and gave themselves a one-month timeline to settle all 
outstanding issues.

“We have suspended [the strike]. One will realize that our 
strike has brought a lot to a standstill, so I believe that when 
management in the various universities gives the order, 
things will get to normal”, National President of UTAG, Prof. 
Charles Marfo confirmed on Eyewitness News.

A Memorandum of Agreement signed by the government 
and UTAG after the meeting noted that “both parties agree 

that there is a need to get back to the negotiating table from 
the week beginning Monday 23rd August 2021.”

During the period, government and UTAG will among other 
things negotiate the research component of the Book and 
Research Allowance, market premium, and non-basic 
allowance.

Following the deliberations, the parties agreed as follows:
1. That both parties (Government and UTAG) agree that 
there is a need to get back to the negotiating table from the 
week beginning Monday, August 23, 2021.
2. That a road for negotiation, as agreed at previous 
consultative meetings between the parties, which imposes a 
one-month mandatory period beginning 23rd August 2021 
for negotiations, shall be signed by both parties.
3. That whilst the Ministry of Employment and Labor 
Relations in conjunction with the NLC is taking steps to 
discontinue all legal processes against UTAG, UTAG will also 
take steps to suspend the ongoing strike action.

4. That government acknowledges the need to improve the 
working conditions of University Teachers and shall treat 
this will all the seriousness it deserves.

The industrial action
UTAG members have been on strike since the beginning of 
August 2021 because they want the government to restore 
the conditions of service agreed upon in 2012 which they 
said was far better than the current situation.

The 2012 Single Spine package put entry-level lecturers on a 
salary of $2,084 while the current level puts lecturers’ 
salaries around $900.

The strike by UTAG has severely affected academic and 
some non-academic work at the various tertiary campuses.

The High Court’s Labour Division, 1, advised the National 
Labour Commission (NLC), and UTAG, to settle the 
stalemate over their industrial action out of Court.
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The Steering Committee of the Constituency 
Officers Welfare Association (NCOW) of the New Patriotic Party 
presented me with a citation during courtesy call at my office. 
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DISCLAIMER

All information published in this newsletter do not in anyway 
whatsoever represent the opinions or expression of honorable 

Alan Kwadwo Kyerematen or his office.

The publication is intended to inform only. Alan news takes full 
responsibility for any issue that may arise by virtue of this publication

Alan and his office shall not be liable to any person(s) for any loss
or liability suffered from such usage or reliance.

Printed and Distributed by 
Youth for Alan, Ring Road Accra

P.O.BOX PMB Accra

Editor: P.D. ORCHILL
Tel: 055 903 2704

Email: myalannews@gmail.com
Web: thealannews.com

facebook: Youth For Alan
Twitter: @youth4Alan

Instagram: @youth4Alan
Parts of this publication may be used or
republished without prior permission
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